People
John A MacDonald- John A. Macdonald was Canada's first prime minister, and was knighted for his efforts in bringing about Confederation. He really wanted a strong centro,His role in creating Canada, and the realization of his dream to build a transcontinental railway.

Wilfred Laurier- was the prime minister after John A Macdonald, a French Canadian, is on 5 dollar bill

Louis Riel- born in 1844, literate + well educated lawyer, an excellent orator.  Leader and protector of the Metis.  Created provisional government maintain order, and to negotiate an agreement stating land around Red River can go into confederation as Montreal, wanted to make sure Metis will not lose rights.  Banished from Canada for five years.  

Antoine Dorion- Second Prime Minister of Canada and first French Canadian to be Prime Minister. The man on the Five Dollar Bill.

Thomas Scott- arrested by Metis, follower of Schultz, most aggressive and hostile of Canadian Party.  During prison, made racist comments, and threaten to kill Riel.  Executed March 4 by firing squad of Riel’s Provisional government.  Was transformed into Protestant martyr who was cruelly murdered by Metis.

William Lyon Mackenzie- Scottish radical reformer, worked for elected parliament.  Was arguementive, disagree with other reformers, retired in 1859

Joseph Papineau- lawyer and seigneur, dislike colonial government.  Leader of radical reformer in Lower Canada, power public speaker.  Thinks Canada should be like US become democratic.  Brief return to politics but ignore, returned to wife, died at 1879

Lord Durham- aristocrat + reformer politician, was appointed government in Chief of Canadas.  Identified several problems [Oligarchy to much power, peace never achieve without democracy can be solved by uniting Canada, assimilation, an English majority government, English official language, Anglicization, French culture language disappear over time, elected assembly has real power-executive council chosen from elected members of House of Assembly

“Little Emperor”/George Simpson- Head of HBC, Scottish sugar broker.  Named HBC’s Northern Department in charge of all HBC operations in North America.  Travelled by canoe to different forts to restore and maintain order.  Called little emperor because of small stature and attitude suggest absolute power.  Married a 18 year-old wife, both racist and was eventually ignored by all.  Died in 1860.

Georges Etienne Cartier- lead most powerful political group of Canada east, parti bleu.  Wants to save Canadian government and united the colonies. He wrote the memos of the pacific scandal, made it seem as thought Macdonald was on Allan’s payroll

George Brown- Publisher of Toronto Globe, leader of clear grits of Canada West, defend English Canadian interest, and attack corruption in government.  Dislike Catholics and French, want to make province more democratic.  He agreed with representation by population.  Wants to unite the colonies and save Canadian government. Later allied with MacDonald and George Etienne to help unite Canada. 

War Hawks- Americans who want to invade Canada

Lord Selkirk- fifth earl of Selkirk.  Created farming lands in Red River Valley so Native Scotland farmers who suffered from the enclosure can come to BNA to farm.  Used relations with HBC to launch the Red River Colony project, given land in Rupert’s land, was called Selkirk’s Grant.

Amor de Cosmos- for time, held seats both provincial and federal legislature first premier who brought B.C. to confederation.  Born in Nova Scotia.  Played major role in bringing BC into confederation.  

Gabriel Dumont- Military officer of Metis rebellion, was 6 foot tall, later escape to US and shot coins people threw in the air with a rifle. Led the Metis Rebellion with Riel but he was the MILITARY leader.

David Thompson- possibly most skilled map maker in history, skilled in mathematics.  Apprentice at HBC, later quit and work for NWC.  Created map of northwest Canada.  Married Metis woman.  NWC ordered to find mouth of Columbia river but Americans beat him by 4 months.    



William Van Horne- built another railway before in American Midwest.  Intelligent + dedicated, injected high level of efficiency towards workers, completing railway in contracted period.  Over 500 miles of railway track were laid during 1882, and another 500 miles following year

Crowfoot- leader of Blackfoot nation, refused to join the rebellion.  Did not rebel because saw realistic side, knew change would happen, did not want to harm own people anymore.  

Big Bear- Cree, went to jail and died after release from broken heart. He fought alongside Poundmaker.

Poundmaker- leader of the Cree.  Orphanage, gained respect and popularity and became chief.  Fought in rebellion but later turned self in order to protect his own tribe.

